TO:

Parent(s)/Guardian(s), and Students

FROM:
Ellen Berwick, Science Teacher and Shirley Baker, English Teacher
RE:

Science Independent Projects
DATE:
November 19th, 2008
_________________________________________________

The ninth grade honor students at Bonney Lake High School are embarking on an important task that will allow them to showcase the skills they have learned throughout their academic careers.  Beginning in November, students will be working in their team classes to complete their BLHS Science Independent Project.  There will be a research essay component, to target the research essay competency for their English classes, and the experimentation, graphing, data analysis, and the final Science Project will be a competency for their science class. These projects provide students with a challenging and rewarding culminating experience for their required courses, prepare students for their senior projects, and assist students in demonstrating their competency in Washington’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements.  The assignment also allows students to practice project management skills which are vital in today’s workplace.

Because the project activities are meaningful and important, this project is a serious undertaking that will have a significant impact on students’ quarter and semester grades.  It is unlikely that a student will earn a passing grade without submitting a quality project. Of course, students will be doing other labs, activities, and assignments that will also provide opportunities for success.

Successfully completing the project with a minimum amount of stress will largely depend on a student’s ability to follow directions and manage time effectively.  The amount of outside-of-class time students spend on their projects depends on each student’s goals and use of classroom time.  All students should plan to spend most of the time working on their project outside of the regular school day.

On completion of the project, due January 9th, all students will participate in a team science exposition held on January 13th.  Students will then formally present their projects in science class January 14th to 16th.  Students will also be encouraged to attend the Bonney Lake High School Science Exhibition on February 10th.   This event will take place during the school day and will help prepare students for the Annual District Science Expo on February 21st at BLHS.  Attendance at the district exposition is optional.  Students can, however, earn extra credit in science for doing so – we will submit an after-the-fact grade change form if they no longer have a science course.  Family and friends are welcome to attend both the daytime BLHS Science Exhibition as well as the District Science Expo.

Students who make a serious effort to produce a quality product and who meet the project deadlines will find the project rigorous, but rewarding.  At the end of the project, students routinely report that they have never felt more proud of an academic achievement.

To help students understand what is expected of them, guidelines were explained to them in class.  Students and parents should be aware of the following policies:

1. All drafts and memos must be typed or prepared on a computer.  Computer access for students with AUP’s will be provided during some class periods, as well as after school (T/TH) in Homework Enhancement.

2. Students’ work (including notes and drafts) will be maintained in the student’s notebooks or binders.  Students will be required to file a back-up copy of each draft and to submit previously corrected work with each subsequent draft.

3. Students must submit each project component in order.  Students must follow the order listed on the project checklist.  A student is not eligible to earn points for an activity until all components due previously have been submitted.

4. Late work will be accepted 60% credit only.  Late work will be graded and the earned points multiplied by .6 to arrive at a student’s score.  (Example:  A student submits a late assignment originally worth 50 points.  The student earns 40 points.  The student will receive 24 points.)

5. Work is considered late if it is not submitted on the due date or upon the first day a student returns from an absence.  Because students have been given all project deadlines at the onset of the project, students who are absent in the days preceding the team mini-fair and presentations WILL NOT receive extra time to complete their tasks since the dates of the fairs are fixed.
6. Submitting late work is detrimental to students in several respects:  students receive significantly reduced scores, students’ work will not receive the same quality feedback from instructors or peers, and students will have a reduced amount of time to prepare for the next due date.

7. Students are encouraged to dress professionally for their presentations (team mini-fair and presentations, the daytime BLHS Exhibition and District Science Expo.) For females, this would be a dress, skirt or slacks and a blouse or sweater.  For males, this would include slacks and a nice shirt (a tie is optional).

8. Outside-of-class time, resources, and funds may be required depending on student project selection.  Be sure to discuss this with your child.   See your science teacher for more information on materials that may be available.
The team teachers all look forward to working with our classes to develop outstanding products.  Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SIGNATURE FORM – COMPLETE AND RETURN BY Nov. 21st
Science Teacher: ________________Per. ___
English Teacher: _____________ Period: ___

STUDENT:

_____I understand that completion of the project is a major component of my grade both English and science.
_____I have been instructed in class on the project policies and expectations.

_____I understand all expectations for the BLHS Science Project.
Student Name (printed)




  Student Signature

PARENT/GUARDIAN:   Specific assignment descriptions and project details will be provided to students at each stage of the project.  Please ask your child to share project component criteria sheets with you and be sure to contact one of your child’s team teachers if you are unable to access this information or have any additional questions.
_____I understand the completion of the project is a major component of my child’s grade in English and science and have reviewed the expectations with them.

___________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (printed)



Parent/Guardian Signature






